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Adult Faith Formation 
The Diocese has just completed a 'closed' course 
for 15 participants, Images of Jesus, through 
the Virtual Learning Community for Faith 
Formation (VLCFF). This was a wonderful 
opportunity for people from the parishes of Our 
Lady of the Rosary (Alstonville), St Agnes (Port 
Macquarie), and Macleay Valley (Kempsey) to 
interact with and learn from each 
other.  Registrations for Cycle 7 Courses with 
the Virtual Learning Community for Faith 
Formation (VLCFF) are now open and close on 
October 19. (Courses begin October 24.). 
Courses are five weeks in duration and cost $US 
50. The Diocese has had over 60 people access 
various courses over the last two years. If anyone 
is interested in pursuing any of the listed courses 
or wishes to organise a 'closed' course, don't 
hesitate to contact Tony Worner at 

 VLCFF.LismoreDiocese@stagnesparish.org.au. 
Learn more about the VLCFF at https://

vlcff.udayton.edu/about/  or by clicking the link. 

Safeguarding Office  
If you or a person close to you has been abused 
by someone working or ministering within the 
Diocese of Lismore, we ask you to contact us. We 
will listen to you respectfully, offer support and 
discuss options you have available to you. 
Contact Safeguarding Office on 66219444 or  
safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au  

Diocesan Investment Fund 
This Bulletin is sponsored by the 
Diocesan Investment Fund.  
Agents: Parish Office & Good Price Pharmacy 
Warehouse, Bailey Centre. Current interest rate 
1.05%. For information call 1800 802 516 or 
www.dif.org.au 

Please remember in your prayers 
Recently deceased: Kenneth Egan, Genaro 
Bernal, Beth Frasier, Colin Hanlan, John 
Gibson, Leith Watkin, Annette Riordan 

Anniversary: Michael Cunningham, Margie Hill, 
Camillo Feltrin, Maximo Alitao, Trinidad Alitao, 
Avelino Miquiabas 

Sick: Rhonda Gartrell, Rhonda Johnson, Dragica 
Fundurulic, Isabella Mauri, Michael Fenton, 
Peter Kinnear, Darcy Hetherton, Jan O’Brien, 
Leonie Owens, Connie de Dassel, Maria 
Moran, John McCain, Pauline Cahill, Joan 
O’Brien, Gregory Shield, June Foster, Georgio 
Franco, Judy Brooks, Val Browning  

Baptisms: Valentina Gallardo 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration  

Our Lady of Mercy Chapel 
Located at the Curran Centre  

(ramp access available via Parish Office)  

Opening hours:  
8:30am - 4pm Monday to Friday 

 

“Yes, I am happy, perfectly happy; and do you 
wish to know where I find true happiness? At the 

feet of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament"  
Augustine Maria of the Blessed Sacrament, Herman Cohen 

 

HELP NEEDED: Vacant hours 
Monday 3pm, Tuesday 9am, 3pm, Friday 3pm 
Anyone who can help with any vacant hours 
on either a temporary or permanent basis, 
please contact Doreena on 0481764164 or 

Maurice 0407934088 

VOLUNTEER HUB 

Confession Times 
SATURDAYS, St Augustine’s Church, Coffs Harbour 
 after 9am Mass (9:30am—10:30am) and  
 before 5:30pm Mass (4:45pm - 5:15pm) 

SUNDAYS, St Francis Xavier Church, Woolgoolga 
 before 9am Mass (from 8:30am)  
 

Confessions are also available at any time by appointment by 
calling the Parish Office on 6651 0000 

 

Groups & Events 

Wednesday 2pm - Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help,  
  St Augustine’s Church 

Thursday 7am Rosary for life, St Augustine’s Church 

Saturday 9:30am Rosary (after Mass), St Augustine’s Church 

Monday 3 October 9am St Augustine's, Coffs Harbour 

Tuesday 4 October 7:30am St Augustine's, Coffs Harbour 

Wednesday 5 October 7:30am 
9:30am 

St Augustine's, Coffs Harbour 
St Francis Xavier, Woolgoolga 

Thursday 6 October 5:30pm St Augustine's, Coffs Harbour 

Friday 7 October 9:15am St Augustine's, Coffs Harbour 

Saturday 8 October 9am St Augustine's, Coffs Harbour 

Vigil Saturday 8 October 5:30pm St Augustine's, Coffs Harbour 

Sunday 9 October **9am** St Augustine's, Coffs Harbour 

 5:30pm St Augustine's, Coffs Harbour 
   

 9am St Francis Xavier, Woolgoolga 

 10:30am St Therese's, Coramba 

28th Sunday Ordinary Time YrC 

 

  8 October 9 October 9 October 

 Sat 5.30pm Vigil Sun 9am Sun 5.30pm 

Co-ordinator G. McCann & D. Barrett G. Luchetti & M. Lill G. McCann 

Commentator J. Sercombe  E. Holmes L. Walsh 

Reader P. Davies M. Miller & R. Mott B. Hackett & M. Walsh 

Extraordinary Minister J. Plummer N. Feltrin & B. Cleaver E. Garvey 

Screen Operator P. Hartmann Vacant G. Sroyphet 

Altar Servers  December & Henry  

Children’s Liturgy  School Holidays  

Morning Tea  CMCC  

St Augustine’s Roster 

Home Communion   Duty Priest, B Van Ryswyk, D Weller, A Robertson  

St Francis of Assissi 

Our Lady of the Rosary 

Feast of St Francis of Assisi (1181 - 1226)  
Tuesday 4 October   Mass time: 7:30am, St Augustine’s Church 

Francis was the son of a prosperous cloth merchant in Assisi. When 
his father objected to having his goods sold without his consent to 
pay for the restoration of a church, the bishop commanded Francis 
to repay the money. He did. He also renounced his father and gave 
back everything he had ever been given, even his garments. He 
began a life of perfect evangelical poverty, living by begging and 

even then only accepting the worst food that people had to give. He preached to all 
the love of God and the love of the created world; because, having renounced 
everything, he celebrated everything he received, or saw, or heard, as a gift. A rich 
man sold everything and joined him in living next to a leper colony; a canon from a 
neighbouring church gave up his position and joined them also. They looked into the 
Gospel and saw the story of the rich young man whom Jesus told to sell everything; 
they saw Jesus telling his disciples to take nothing with them on their journey; they 
saw Jesus saying that his followers must also carry his cross. And on that basis they 
founded an order. Francis went to Rome himself and persuaded the Pope to sanction 
it, though it must have seemed at once impractical and subversive, to set thousands of 
holy men wandering penniless round the towns and villages of Europe. 

Because Francis was wearing an old brown garment begged from a peasant, tied 
round the middle with string, that became the Franciscan habit. Ten years later 5,000 
men were wearing it; a hundred years later Dante was buried in it because it was more 
glorious than cloth of gold.  

There is too much to say about Francis to fit here. He tried to convert the Muslims, 
or at least to attain martyrdom in doing so. He started the practice of setting up a crib 
in church to celebrate the Nativity.  

Francis died in 1226, having started a revolution. The Franciscans endure to this day. 

Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary 

Friday 7 October 
Mass time: 9:15am,  

St Augustine’s Church 

In its present form the Rosary is due 
to St Dominic, the founder of the 
Order of Friars Preachers, his 
objective being to stem the flood of 
the Albigensian heresy, spreading far 
and wide throughout Europe. He 
propagated this form of prayer in 
obedience to a revelation received 
from the Blessed Virgin, to whom he 
had recourse for this purpose, about 
the year 1206, and to him we owe the 
spreads of a devotion, which for 
many centuries has produced the 
most marvelous results in the 
Christian world. The decisive defeat 
of the Turks at the famous battle of 
Lepanto (1571) and at Belgrade 
(1716) gave occasion to the 
institution of the feast and to its 
extension to the Universal Church. 

The great Catholic 
convert from 

Transcendentalism, 
Dr. Orestes Brownson, 

writes: 

“According to my 
reading of history, the 
epochs in which Faith 
is the strongest, piety 
the most robust, and 
the church wins her 
grandest victories, 

whether in individuals 
or in nations, are 
precisely those in 

which devotion to Our 
Lady, or the worship 
of her virtue, is the 
most diffused, the 
most vigorous and 

flourishing.” 

Dear faithful, we want 
to advance a revived 
and greater age of 

Our Lady.                
Pray the Rosary! 

The 15 promises of the Virgin Mary            

to those who pray the Rosary  

The Blessed Virgin Mary made these promises to Saint 
Dominic and to all who follow that “Whatever you ask in 
the Rosary will be granted.” 

1. Whoever shall faithfully serve me by the recitation of 
the Rosary, shall receive signal graces. 
2. I promise my special protection and the greatest graces 
to all those who shall recite the Rosary. 
3. The Rosary shall be a powerful armour against hell, it 
will destroy vice, decrease sin, and defeat heresies. 
4. The Rosary will cause virtue and good works to flourish; 
it will obtain for souls the abundant mercy of God; it will 
withdraw the hearts of men from the love of the world and 
its vanities, and will lift them to the desire for eternal 
things. Oh, that souls would sanctify themselves by this 
means. 
5. The soul which recommends itself to me by the 
recitation of the Rosary, shall not perish. 
6. Whoever shall recite the Rosary devoutly, applying 
himself to the consideration of its sacred mysteries shall 
never be conquered by misfortune. God will not chastise 
him in His justice, he shall not perish by an unprovided 
death; if he be just he shall remain in the grace of God, and 
become worthy of eternal life. 
7. Whoever shall have a true devotion for the Rosary shall 
not die without the sacraments of the Church. 
8. Those who are faithful to recite the Rosary shall have 
during their life and at their death the light of God and the 
plenititude of His graces; at the moment of death they 
shall participate in the merits of the saints in paradise. 
9. I shall deliver from Purgatory those who have been 
devoted to the Rosary. 
10. The faithful children of the Rosary shall merit a high 
degree of glory in Heaven. 
11. You shall obtain all you ask of me by the recitation of 
the Rosary. 
12. All those who propagate the Holy Rosary shall be aided 
by me in their necessities. 
13. I have obtained from my Divine Son that all the 
advocates of the Rosary shall have for intercessors the 
entire celestial court during their life and at the hour of 
death. 
14. All who recite the Rosary are my sons and daughters, 
and brothers and sisters of my only Son Jesus Christ. 
15. Devotion of my Rosary is a great sign of predestination. 

After 4 years in Australia, Fr Joe will be 
leaving this week for a well deserved 
holiday. He will be going home to India 
to visit his family and will be returning to 
our parish on 15 December.  

OCTOBER is traditionally the  
month of the Holy Rosary 

For centuries the beautiful custom 
of the Family Rosary flourished in 
Catholic homes. Everywhere it was 
custom for fathers and mothers to 
kneel with their children and any 
other members of the household 
each evening at bedtime and recite 
the Rosary together. The Rosary was 
often followed by the Litany of the 
Blessed Virgin. This pious practice 
brought untold blessing to homes. 

mailto:VLCFF.LismoreDiocese@stagnesparish.org.au
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/about/
https://vlcff.udayton.edu/about/
http://themostholyrosary.com/15promises.htm


“Our hearts are restless 
until they rest in You O Lord.” 

St Augustine 
“Our hearts are restless 

until they rest in You O Lord.” 
St Augustine 

2 October 2022 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, YrC 

St John Paul College 

Hogbin Drive, Coffs Harbour 

Ph: 02 6653 3155 

www.cofhslism.catholic.edu.au 
 

St Augustine’s Primary School 

Gordon Street, Coffs Harbour 

Ph: 02 6652 1204 

www.cofhplism.catholic.edu.au 

 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 

Queen Street, Woolgoolga 

Ph: 02 6654 1981 

www.woolplism.catholic.edu.au  

Catholic Schools Office  

Parish Church: 

St Augustine’s, Gordon St, Coffs Harbour 

Station Churches: 

St Francis Xavier,  Scarborough St, Woolgoolga 

St Therese,  Gale St, Coramba 

Administrator:     Fr Joe DSouza OCD 

Assistant Priest:     Fr Joy D’Souza OCD 

Assistant Priest:     Fr Peter Rebello OCD 

Parish Office    

Phone:  6651 0000 

parish@coffscatholic.com (parish enquiries) 

coffsadmin@coffscatholic.com (administration) 
 

Parish Business Manager: John Walker 

jwalker@coffscatholic.com 
 

Pastoral Associate: Bill van Ryswyk 

bill.vanryswyk@lism.catholic.edu.au 

Youth & Young Adults Leader: Amber Scanes 

ascanes@coffscatholic.com 

Website: www.coffscatholic.com 

School fee enquiries: Phone: 6653 1655 

Welcome 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  

Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, and there 
is none that can resist your will. For you have made all things, 
the heaven and the earth, and all that is held within the circle 
of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

READING 1     Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4 
How long, O Lord, am I to cry for help 
while you will not listen; 
to cry ‘Oppression!’ in your ear 
and you will not save? 
Why do you set injustice before me, 
why do you look on where there is tyranny? 
Outrage and violence, this is all I see, 
all is contention, and discord flourishes. 
Then the Lord answered and said, 
‘Write the vision down, 
inscribe it on tablets 
to be easily read, 
since this vision is for its own time only: 
eager for its own fulfilment, it does not deceive; 
if it comes slowly, wait, 
for come it will, without fail. 
See how he flags, he whose soul is not at rights, 
but the upright man will live by his faithfulness.’ 

     

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   

RESPONSE: If today you hear his voice,  
harden not your hearts. 

Lector: Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; hail the rock who 
saves us. Let us come before him, giving thanks, with songs let 
us hail the Lord. R. 

Lector: Come in; let us bow and bend low; let us kneel before 
the God who made us for he is our God and we the people who 
belong to his pasture, the flock that is led by his hand. R. 

Lector: O that today you would listen to his voice! “Harden not 
your hearts as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the 
desert when your fathers put me to the test; when they tried 
me, though they saw my work.” R. 

 

READING 2     2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14  
I am reminding you to fan into a flame the gift that God gave 
you when I laid my hands on you. God’s gift was not a spirit of 
timidity, but the Spirit of power, and love, and self-control. So 
you are never to be ashamed of witnessing to the Lord, or 
ashamed of me for being his prisoner; but with me, bear the 
hardships for the sake of the Good News, relying on the power 
of God. 
  Keep as your pattern the sound teaching you have heard 
from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. You 
have been trusted to look after something precious; guard it 
with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Alleluia, alleluia! The word of the Lord 
stands for ever, it is the word given to you, the Good News. 
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL     Luke 17:5-9 

The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith.’ The Lord 
replied, ‘Were your faith the size of a mustard seed you could 
say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and planted in the 
sea,” and it would obey you. 
‘Which of you, with a servant ploughing or minding sheep, 
would say to him when he returned from the fields, “Come 
and have your meal immediately”? Would he not be more 
likely to say, “Get my supper laid; make yourself tidy and wait 
on me while I eat and drink. You can eat and drink yourself 
afterwards”? Must he be grateful to the servant for doing 
what he was told? So with you: when you have done all you 
have been told to do, say, “We are merely servants: we have 
done no more than our duty.”’ 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON   

The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the soul that 
seeks him. 

READINGS THIS WEEK 

Mon 3 Oct: Gal1:6-12, Ps110:1-2,7-10, Lk10:25-37 

Tues 4 Oct: Gal1:13-24, Ps138:1-3,13-15, Lk10:38-42 

Wed 5 Oct: Gal2:1-2,7-14, Ps116, Lk11:1-4 

Thurs 6 Oct: Gal3:1-5, Lk1:69-75,Lk11:5-13 

Fri 7 Oct: Gal3:7-14, Ps110:1-6, Lk11:15-26 

Sat 8 Oct: Gal3:22-29, Ps104:2-7, Lk11:27-28 

Sun 9 Oct: 2Kg5:14-17, Ps97:1-4, 2Tim2:8-13, Lk17:11-19 

A warm welcome to visitors and parishioners 
(who are new or returning) to our church. If 
you would like to receive our Church bulletin 
via email on Friday afternoons please email: 
parish@coffscatholic.com 

BIBLE READINGS & MASS RESPONSES St Augustine’s 
Catholic Parish 

“Our hearts are restless 
until they rest in You O Lord.” 

St Augustine 

Planting and Nurturing the Seeds of Faith 
Faith is the foundation of the Christian life. Jesus taught his disciples to grow in 
faith, to believe and to entrust themselves increasingly to him, to build their own 
lives on the rock. For this reason, they asked him “increase our faith!” The liturgy 
today invites us to live and deepen our faith. 
'Now faith is the assurance of the things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen' (Heb 11:1). Faith gives reality and proof of things unseen, treating them as if 
they were already objects of sight rather than of hope. According to Saint 
Thomas Aquinas, 'Faith is distinct from all other acts of the intellect. It is defined 
as assurance, which distinguishes it from opinion, suspicion and doubt; it adheres 
to things not seen, which distinguishes it from science, whose object is something 
apparent; and it is directed toward things hoped for, by which the virtue of faith is 
distinguished from popular notions of faith, which have no reference to the 
beatitude we hope to attain.' Faith makes a relationship with God possible. Saint 
Fulgentius says, 'Faith is the foundation of everything and the beginning of 
human salvation. Apart from faith, one can neither be numbered among the sons 
of God nor obtain the grace of justification. Without faith, every human effort is 
empty.” 
In the first reading from the prophet Habakkuk, we see a man who felt deserted 
by God. In the light of God’s promise to fulfil Habakkuk’s trust in him, we see that 
the society was marinated in violence, strife and contention amongst the Jewish 
people themselves, and not with their enemies. We can notice the extreme 
sensitivity of the Prophet Habakkuk about sin. He keeps praying and it only gets 
worse. People twist the Word of God to suit their agendas and they get away 
with it. 
In the midst of all this, he finally receives an answer from God: there is still a 
vision; justice will come; in the meantime, the righteous live by their faith. He was 
instructed to write God’s answer on tablets so that whoever reads it may hastily 
go to proclaim what s/he had read. However, the last phrase may mean 'write it 
plainly', so that anyone who 'runs his eyes' over the tablet will read it easily. The 
righteous man shall live, enjoy deliverance and abundance of life by his faith, or 
better faithfulness; that is moral steadfastness. A person who has faith is a 
person who trusts and who can be trusted. The prophet teaches us that a person 
who has been made righteous by God lives and survives the coming ordeal by 
faith. The believer trusts God in everything. 
In the second reading, the Apostle Paul also speaks of faith. Timothy is asked to 
have faith and, through it, to exercise charity. Paul reminds Timothy of the grace 
(gift) of priestly ministry which he received in fullness when Paul and a gathering 
of elders ordained him as bishop by the imposition of hands, and to rekindle it in 
faith. Paul urges him to make use of this divine help to complete his mission in 
Ephesus. Timothy is urged to yield himself to the supernatural strength of the 
Spirit, 'for God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of power and love 
and self-control', and thus be an effective teacher and shepherd. 'Zeal is required 
to stir up the gift of God, for it lies within our power to kindle or quench this grace. 
By laziness and carelessness it is extinguished and by attentiveness and diligence 
it is kept aflame' (Saint John Chrysostom). 
Seeds are meant to be planted, so that even more lovely things can grow. When 
we plant the seeds of our faith they cause more faith to grow, and the acts of 
faith, which are God’s love, justice and mercy. When the apostles ask Jesus to 
increase their faith, He tells them that if their faith was the size of a mustard 
seed, it was enough to work wonders. Faith, like a seed, grows based on the 
efforts that we make to help it to grow. To keep the flame of faith alive is the 
duty of every disciple of Christ until it sets the whole world on fire. Disciples 
should not expect congratulations for their service. Their work is important but 
not beyond the call of Christian duty to grow in faith, and no one can fully repay 
God for his gifts. May we grow in faith and in our faithfulness to the Holy Spirit. 

  Source: Springs of Living  Water Carmelite Reflections 

CHURCH REMINDERS 
 

Please note Playgroup, Youth Group and the Men’s Formation 
Group are all having a break this week due to the school 
holidays and will start back next term. 

THE CATHOLIC FAITH. ON DEMAND 
 

Learn more about your Catholic faith 
 

Navigate to:  www.formed.org   

Parish Code: 2TQ9TD  

Epic family movies about the Saints, Faith resources, 

Traditions of the Church 
 

Celebrate St Francis of Assisi Feast day this week by 

watching one of the movies or documentaries about his life 

Congratulations  
Tony & Joyce Foggiato 

on their 
60th Wedding Anniversary 
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